The Gods of the Earth and Lower World.        139

at her feet, and Pluto, or Hades, the god of the infernal regions,
appeared in a chariot dmwn "by snorting horses. Swift as the
wind he seized and carried off the terrified maiden in spite of
her struggles, and vanished again into the regions of darkness
before her companions were aware of the catastrophe. All this
occurred, however, with the knowledge of Zeus, who had, un-
known to Demeter, promised her daughter to Pluto. When
Demeter missed her darling child, and none could tell her where
she had gone, she kindled torches, and during many days and
nights wandered in anxiety through all the countries of the
earth, not even resting for food or sleep. At length Helios,
who sees and hears everything, told Demeter what had hap-
pened, not disguising, however, that it had occurred with the
consent of Zeus. Full of wrath and grief, the goddess now
withdrew from the society of the other gods into the deepest
solitude. Meanwhile all the fruits of the earth ceased, and a
general famine threatened to extinguish the human race. In
vain Zeus sent one messenger after another, beseeching the angry
goddess to return to Olympus. Demeter swore that she would
neither return nor allow the fruits of the earth to grow until her
daughter was restored to her. At length Zeus was fain to consent,
and despatched Hermes to the lower world to bring Persephone
back. Persephone joyfully prepared to obey this command, but
as she was about to depart Hades gave her a pomegranate-seed
to eat, whereupon she found herself bound to him and unable to
return. By means of Zeus, however, a compact was made by
which Persephone was to spend two-thirds of the year in the
upper world with her mother, and the remaining portion with
her husband. And thus every year at springtide she ascends
from her subterraneous kingdom to enjoy herself in her mother's
company, but returns again late in autumn to the regions of
darkness and death.

It is not difficult to discover the meaning of this myth.    It is